
Worship Leader––Jay Martin 
Prelude/Offertory—Leon Miller & Ensemble 

Song Leader—Leon Miller 
Sermon—Susan Gascho-Cooke 

Environment—Lynn Sommer, Beth Oberholtzer 
Sound Technician—Ken Kulp 

Greeter—Steve Walter 
Ushers—Jack Shope, Darlis Myer 

Child Care 
Michelle Meck, John Thomas 

Helpers—Mara Kraybill, Raewyn Kraybill 
 
 

Note about the environment:  The Singers’ Table and benches in the front of the 
sanctuary are on loan from the Muddy Creek Farm Library and Museum. 
Muddy Creek is a library and archives for the Old Order and Conservative 
Mennonite Churches. It is located in Ephrata near Fairmount Homes Retirement 
Community. When early Mennonites met in houses to worship, singers sat at the 
kitchen table and the minister stood at one end to preach. When meetinghouses were 
built, a singers’ table became part of the furnishings. This visually represented a 
congregational church model that is not a hierarchy but a priesthood of all believers. 
The song leaders would meter the hymns from the table and the congregants would 
join in. With time, the preachers ascended to the pulpit and the song leaders sat with 
the congregation. The Singers’ table is central to an Old Order Mennonite church 
today. 

 
 
 

Calendar 
September 
15-17 ACC Youth Retreat 
29-Oct 1 Church Retreat at Camp Hebron (No service/Chr. Ed at CMCL) 

 
 

CHURCH INFORMATION 
Contact the church office staff at (717) 392-7567 or cmcl@communitymennonite.org. 
Worship service: 9:30 a.m. Christian Ed:  11 a.m. 
Bulletin Announcements: bulletin@communitymennonite.org by 4 p.m., Tuesday 
Midweek Announcements: bulletin@communitymennonite.org by 4 p.m., Tuesday 
Lead Pastor: Susan Gascho-Cooke––(susan@communitymennonite.org), 717-224-6863, (Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Wednesdays off) 
Associate Pastors of Children & Youth:  
 Amanda Stoltzfus (Amanda@communitymennonite.org), Mon and Thu—10-4 
 Malinda Clatterbuck (Malinda@communitymennonite.org), Mon and Thu—8:15-5 
Pastoral Team: Carol Spicher, Deb Napolitan, Monte Garber and Luke Good  
Office staff: Rod Houser (Tues, Thurs), Rachel Kraybill Stahl (Mon, Wed, Fri)  
Small groups: Church office. 
Childcare Coordinators: Kandace Helmuth (Kandace@ptd.net), Michelle Meck 
(meckmp@aol.com) 

To join our closed Facebook Page, search for Parrot Nation and request to join. 

Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster 
328 West Orange Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 

September 17, 2017 

 
 

 
 

Prelude  Leon Miller & Ensemble 

Lighting of the Peace Lamp Prayer 
Migratory God, who uprooted Abraham and led him into a foreign land: 
 provide rest for your people the stranger and alien the refugee and wanderer 
 the one seeking sanctuary settling in an unfamiliar place 
Migratory God, who travels great distances to become human and live among 
us making a dwelling among us, help us see that we all are restless searching 
and seeking finding the place of being and belonging to lay our heads  as you 
who had no place except with your people 
Migratory God, who has crossed borders and boundaries to be born a 
stranger fleeing from country to country feet moving for miles, over desert 
lands to the Jordan River where you cross from one land to the other in the 
waters of baptism where you wash off  ties to nation and citizenship  so we 
might enter into a new kingdom and country 
Migratory God, who accompanies us in our journey, remind us of where we’ve 
been from where we’ve come, so we might not forget that we all traversed 
great distances to find the place that our hearts seek to settle that place all of us 
call home 



Welcome/Call to Worship  STJ #122 

Gathering Hymns Come, let us all unite to sing HWB #12 
 Lead on, O cloud of Presence HWB #419 

Children's Time Come and see HWB #20 
 Susan Gascho-Cooke 

We value children's participation in worship. This is a sacred time for 
children and adults alike. Let us listen and see with the eyes and ears of a child. 

Offering/Offertory  Leon Miller & Ensemble 
Use these our gifts, O God, 
           to lead your people from death to life 
           and from fear to hope. 
  May our giving strengthen our trust in You, 
          and enable us to enact the ministries to which 
          You are calling our community. 
 adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 

Scripture Reading  Exodus 14:19-31 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took 
its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 
did not come near the other all night. 

 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, 
and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked 
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He 
clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians 
said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 
Egypt.’ 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that 
the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 
Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; 
not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw 
the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord 
and in the Lord’s servant, Moses. 

Sermon  Susan Gascho-Cooke 

Hymn Wade in the water HWB #446 

Sharing Time   
Where do you sense God moving among us? This is a time to respond to the 
events of the morning, and to share joys and concerns from your lives and the 
greater world. 

Sharing Prayer 
Holy Freedom, we celebrate your name, 
           joining with voices through the ages 
           who have shouted thanksgiving 
          for your great works. 
Our feet are wet 
            from our journey through uncertainty. 
Now we strive to go in your way 
           and look ahead, trusting in you. 
May your Spirit give us the wisdom 
         to journey alongside those who are suffering, 
            to listen to their stories, 
            and to trust in your steadfast power for justice. 
   We expect your presence to continue 
           with those who are in prison, 
          with those who face addictions, 
            with those who go hungry and thirsty, 
           with those who are sick and without adequate shelter. 
     with those we have named in our community .... 
Turn our rejoicing into trusting 
and our trusting into acting in your name. 
Amen. 
 adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 

Introduction of Visitors/Announcements 

Sending Hymn Heart with loving heart united HWB #420 

Benediction 
May the powerful presence of God 
move before you and behind you. 
Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see  
the deliverance that God intends for you. 
Go in peace. 
 adapted from Seasons of the Spirit 


