
Church Report 
June 18, 2017 
  Attendance  139  
  General Offering  $8,613 
  MOOS  $30 
Weekly offerings need to average $9,150 to meet budget. 

Next Sunday, July 2, 2017 
Worship Leader––Susan Gascho Cooke 
Prelude/Offertory— 
Song Leader—Beth Graybill 
Sound Technicians—Anne Sensenig/Don Kulp 
Environment— 
Greeter—Wayne Martin 
Ushers—Rod Houser, Jack Shope 

Child Care 
Worship Service—Michelle Meck, Eric Hoover 

Calendar  
 Jun 20–22: Peace School, 6–8 p.m. 
  24: Prem Dick Memorial Service 1:30 p.m. 
  24: Church cleaning 8:30 a.m.–noon. 
 

HOLDING IN LIGHT AND LOVE 

The persons named below are CMCLers who have shared joys or prayer 
concerns with the community in the previous weeks, or persons who are no 
longer physically able to come to services. Please take time to remember these 
folks especially throughout the week, in thought and prayer.  
If you have a joy or prayer concern you would like to bring to the 
congregation, please call or e-mail Susan at 
cmcl@communitymennonite.org 

 Carol Spelman 
 Marty and Mike Dillon 
 Janet, Sunil and Sanjay Dick  
 Laurie, Ron, Emily, Annie and Ellis Vogt  
 Barb Gascho 
 Alyce Jenkins 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS–June 25, 2017  
For June 25, 2017 to July 1, 2017 

CMCL 
THANK YOU for the congregation's outpouring of love and prayers expressed 
in very tangible ways following Prem's death. It was very much appreciated 
and will continue to sustain our family in the days ahead.  

—Janet Dick 

VOICES OF THE LOWER RGISTER is a newly forming group open to 
anyone who enjoys singing TTBB—spirituals, gospel, sacred harp, traditional 
male quartet music, etc. We are meeting at CMCL on Mondays from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. near a piano. Men and women welcome. Basses particularly 
welcome! More info: contact Sid Stoltzfus 940-9307 or Leon Miller 682-0424. 

PREM DICK MEMORIAL—Janet Dick has invited friends to make a 
memorial contribution to CMCL in remembrance of Prem. In recent years, 
Prem’s visits with friends in the Parrot Gallery was a high point of his week. 
Money contributed to CMCL in Prem’s memory will be used by Hospitality 
Committee for a special purchase to be determined in the near future. Make 
checks payable to CMCL with Prem Dick memorial on the memo line.  

NEWS FROM PAX JC—CMCL has an opportunity to be a supportive 
community to another refugee family.  A young couple expecting their first 
child in August has moved into an apartment rented by Carmalena Stoltzfus 
Iyengar.  Their home is already furnished and they are getting support through 
Church World Services.  The family speaks Mon and there is another Burmese 
family nearby to help with translation. 
The need would be to have support with pre and post-baby questions, getting 
around the city, connecting with stores and agencies for support, finding 
answers for questions they have, helping with basic home care as appropriate, 
being a friend and teaching English. 
If you have questions or are interested in being a part of this refugee support 
team, please email Marty Kelley at martykelley4plus@gmail.com or call 207-
478-2684. 

CMCL BOY HOMELESS IN DC—An MCC Washington Office intern 
(your very own Julian Brubaker; male, 19 years old) is looking for a room to 
sleep in for a month and a half this summer as he lobbies your favorite 
members of Congress! Ideally, he'd want a room for all of July, until August 9 
with a shower and a bed, near a metro, with a place to park his car. Able to 
pay. Julian would only be in DC Sunday night–Thursday afternoon, when he 
commutes back to Lancaster for the weekend. If you know a friend in DC with 
some extra space, you'd be a Godsend! Email at graybillbrubaker@gmail.com.  



COMMUNITY/GENERAL MENNONITE 

PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION AT HORSHAM—You are invited to express 
“God loves the whole world” patriotism by joining others in a public 
demonstration against the militarized drone base at the Horsham PA Air Guard 
Station on Saturday, June 24. Lancaster County participants in this “witness 
amid endless war” will leave the Akron Mennonite Church parking lot at 10 
a.m. and return by 4 p.m. Contact H.A. Penner at penner@dejazzd.com or 859-
3529 so sufficient transportation can be arranged.  

MEDA (Mennonite Economic Development Associates) invites applications for 
a Coordinator, Strategic Engegenemt to join our Strategic Engagement team. 
MEDA is an association of compassionate women and men who invest in people 
living in poverty around the world so they can unleash their potential to earn a 
livelihood to provide for their families and enrich their communities. To learn 
more about MEDA please visit www.meda.org. To apply to this position, visit 
www.meda.org/careers 

 

MENNONITE CHURCH USA CONVENTION—On July 4–8, 2017, a few 
thousand Mennonites will descend upon Orlando, Florida, for our biannual 
denominational convention. Susan Gascho-Cooke, Teman Cooke and family, 
Malinda Clatterbuck, Randy Newswanger and Larry Groff are among the 
CMCLers who will be attending in some official capacity or another. 
A revised resolution on Israel/Palestine will be voted upon during the delegate 
assembly. (Google Israel Palastine MCUSA.) 
This year, in addition to the delegate assembly, MCUSA is trying something 
new—a Future Church Summit. "There are times in the lifecycle of any 
organization when its members have to re-examine their call. We Mennonites 
have done this every so often in various ways. This year the re-examination is 
taking the form of the FCS. Like many organizations, we keep adding to our 
understanding of what it means to be us. The interpretation of our calling gets a 
little more ambiguous as members flow in and out. Questions emerge as 
circumstances change. So much is uncertain and we’re unsure how to move 
forward." 
"This is a time to pull our members together. The Future Church Summit will be 
a generative, open space for denomination-wide conversation—to dream 
together, reset priorities and engage one another in answering the 
question:  How will we follow Jesus as Anabaptists in the 21st century?" 
Please hold this time of convening in your thoughts and prayers. If you have 
questions or concerns that you would like CMCL's delegates to carry with them, 
please contact Susan or Malinda. 

 
FOLLOW-UP	

FROM	MINISTERIAL	LEADERSHIP	COMMITTEE	OF	ACC	

This	is	regarding	the	same-sex	marriage	that	Susan	conducted	which	
led	to	a	deep	conversation	between	MLC	and	CMCL’s	pastoral	team.	Here	
are	highlights	of	the	letter	(written	by	J.	Richard	Thomas,	chair)	that	Susan	
received	this	past	week:	

• Acknowledgment	that	communication	between	CMCL	and	ACC	
showed	mutual	respect	and	consideration	

• Determination	that	Susan’s	credentials	remain	in	order	with	no	
restrictions	on	her	ministry	or	involvement	in	the	conference	

• Communication	that	five	actions	were	taken	by	the	MLC	and	
affirmed	by	Executive	Board	of	ACC	included	the	following	
acknowledgments:	
o That	CMCL	embraces	the	current	Confession	of	Faith	in	a	

Mennonite	Perspective	as	a	guiding	framework	as	required	by	
ACC	

o That	CMCL	has	prayerfully	discerned	God’s	will	and	acted	in	
good	faith,	even	though	the	MLC	may	not	endorse	it.	There	will	
a	conference-wide	conversation	in	August	to	discuss	tensions	
within	conference	policies	that	came	up	in	this	process.	Also,	
MLC’s	response	does	not	create	policy	or	guidelines	on	behalf	
of	ACC	

o Susan	acted	“at	variance”	with	the	MCUSA	Shared	
Understanding	that	pastors	are	not	permitted	to	conduct	same-
sex	marriage,	but	congregational	discernment	affirming	this	
was	conducted	with	integrity	and	followed	the	expectation	for	
congregations	at	variance.		

o A	note	stating	that	Susan	acted	“at	variance”	will	be	placed	in	
her	personal	file.	(Pastoral	Team	will	generate	a	letter	of	
support	for	Susan’s	action).	

o That	MLC	holds	in	trust	and	is	committed	to	interpretation	of	
Scripture	as	reflected	in	the	documents	of	ACC	and	MCUSA.	

The	letter	ends	wishing	all	at	CMCL	“all	the	best”	as	we	seek	to	be	
“centered	in	Christ,	and	build	connections	that	share	God’s	love”.	
AMEN	AND	HALLELUJAH	from	your	Pastoral	Team:		

Carol	Spicher	
Luke	Good	
Verna	Miller	
Malinda	Clatterbuck	
Amanda	Stoltzfus	
Susan	Gascho-Cooke	
Deb	Napolitan,	chair	


