
CHILDCARE 
Omer Brubaker, Marcy Hostetler, Deb Kraybill 

Helper: Chloe Corkery 

 

We extend a warm welcome to our visitors  
•  Join us for coffee at 10:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Room/Parrot Cafe. Christian 

Education hour resumes in September. 
•  Assisted listening devices are stored in the cart at the rear of the sanctuary. 
•  Pick up an information booklet in the foyer to learn more about our faith 

community. 
•  Sunday parking is available at Groff Funeral Home, 1 block east and in the lot 

behind the church across the alley. 
•  Restrooms are on the lower level near the kitchen 

The Parrot Café is open all summer. 
  Coffee, newspapers and conversation 

This Week at CMCL 
 June 26 Congregational Meeting following morning worship 

Church Information 

Contact the church office staff at 392-7567 or cmcl@communitymennonite.org. 
Worship: 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Time: 10:45 a.m. 
Christian Education: No Christian Education during summer months. 
Bulletin announcements: bulletin@communitymennonite.org by 4 p.m., Wednesday 
Sharing posts: sharing@communitymennonite.org 
Email lists: Sermons, Mid-week announcements, Menno Men and Women, Sr. Youth. 
Lead Pastor: Susan Gascho-Cooke (susan@communitymennonite.org), off Monday 
Associate Pastor: Chad Martin (on sabbatical June 1–Sept. 1) 
Interim Pastor: Levina Huber (levina@communitymennonite.org), 940-9858, Tuesday 

& Thursday 
Director of Children & Youth: Elizabeth Brubaker-Weida 

(beth@communitymennonite.org) 
Pastoral Team: Gwen Peachey, Jay Martin, Darrell Yoder, Michael Eby-Good, Sue 

Stoesz  
Office staff: Rod Houser, Susanne Mundok (Monday–Friday) 
Small groups: Doris Shenk (dorisshenk@fastmail.fm) or church office. 
Childcare Coordinators: Denise Cope and Brenda Sauder 

Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster 
328 West Orange Street, Lancaster, PA 17603 

June 19, 2011 

Children of Abraham 

 

This summer, we are going to be following some of the family 
drama of Abraham and his descendants—Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, 
Esau, Joseph, Moses and others—by hearing stories in Genesis and 
early Exodus.  It will be a time of thinking about family dynamics 
and legacies (both the functional and the dysfunctional), pondering 
heroes who aren't always so heroic, and exploring what we might 
learn from these very human ancestors of faith. 

We will be joined, throughout the summer, by the modern-day 
versions of the descendants of Abraham, in the form of the whimsical, 
almost life-size, artistic creations of Kay Reist.  Today we welcome 
Abraham ... keep an eye out for more members of this inspiring, 
infamous, dysfunctional family each Sunday!  These figures are made 
from donated and recycled materials, and are adapted from images at 
clipart.com. 



 

Prelude  Daryl Snider 

Call to Worship/Lighting of the Peace Candle 
In the beginning, darkness covered the face of the deep. 
Then the rushing-breath of life hovered over the waters. 
Let us breathe together. 
Let us catch our breaths from the need to make, to do. 
Let us be conscious of the Breath of Life. 
We breathe out what the trees breathe in. 
We breathe in what the trees breathe out. 
Together we breathe each other into life. 
Blessed is the One within the many. 
Blessed are the Many who make one. 

—Arthur Waskow 

Opening Hymns Almighty, invisible, God only wise  HWB #70 
 God is here among us HWB #16 

Prayer 
Gentle me,  
Holy One,  
into an unclenched moment,  
a deep breath,  
a letting go 
of heavy experiences,  
of shriveling anxieties,  
of dead certainties, 
that, softened by the silence, 
surrounding by the light,  
and open to the mystery,  
I may be found by wholeness,  
upheld by the unfathomable,  
entranced by the simple, 
and filled with the joy 
that is you. 

—Ted Loder 

Children’s Time  Chris Hoover Seidel 
Children age 4 and under may go to childcare. 

Activity sheets are available for others through grade five. 

Offering/Offertory  Daryl Snider 

Scripture Reading  Genesis 21:8–21 
The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day 

that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, 
‘Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall 
not inherit along with my son Isaac.’ The matter was very distressing to 
Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be 
distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever 
Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall 
be named after you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of 
him also, because he is your offspring.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and 
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.  

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the 
bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the 
distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me look on the death of the 
child.’ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God 
heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, 
and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with 
your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.’ Then God opened her eyes, 
and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave 
the boy a drink.  

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and 
became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his 
mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.  

Sermon  Susan Gascho-Cooke 

Singing  Let justice roll like a river STS #33 

Sharing & Reflection 
Where do you sense God moving among us? This is a time to respond to the 
scripture, music and message of the morning.  

Announcements & Introduction of Visitors 

Benediction 
Allah ma’kum, God be with you (Arabic) 

Sending Hymn I am weak and I need thy strength HWB #553 

Worship Leader— Chris Hoover Seidel  
Song Leader—Ron Umble 

Sound Technician—Ken Kulp 
Environment—Kay Reist 

Greeters—Laurel Martin, Donna Walton 
Ushers—Carolyn Weaver, Milton Lehman 


